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April Worship Schedule 
April 6th - Confirmation Sunday 

No 8:15 Chapel Service; 10:00 a.m. Worship Service 
No Sunday School 

 
April 13th - Palm Sunday 

No 8:15 a.m. Chapel Service and 10:00 a.m. Worship Service 
Cantata Pt. 1 during 10:00 a.m. Worship Service 

Sunday School Meets 
Egg Hunt hosted by Sunday School 

 
April 20th - Easter Sunday 

No 8:15 a.m. Chapel Service; 10:00 a.m. Worship Service 
Cantata Pt. 2 during 10:00 a.m. Worship Service 

No Sunday School 
 

April 27th 
8:15 a.m. Chapel Service and 10:00 a.m. Worship Service 

Sunday School Meets 
 
 

 
Palm Sunday - April 13th 

Cantata - "Worthy is the Lamb" by Lloyd Larson 
Egg Hunt following the 10:00 a.m. serice 

 
Maundy Thursday - April 17th 

6:30 pm, in person 
A celebration of the Last Supper in the All-Purpose room 

Potluck meal will be served 
  

Good Friday – April 18th 
7:00 p.m. Worship Services 

 Huntington UMC 
338 Walnut Tree Hill Rd., Shelton, CT 06484 

  
Easter Sunday – April 20th 

10:00 a.m. Worship Services only 
A celebration of the resurrection with Communion 
Cantata - "Worthy is the Lamb" by Lloyd Larson 
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Sunday School Schedule 
 

April 6th - Confirmation Sunday - No Sunday School 
April 13th - Palm Sunday - Easter Egg Hunt and Visit from the Easter Bunny During 

Coffee Hour 
April 20th - Easter - No Sunday School 

April 27th - Sunday School 
 

May 4th - Sunday School 
May 11th - Mother's Day - No Sunday School 

May 18th - Sunday School 
May 25th - Memorial Day weekend - No Sunday School 

 
June 1st - Sunday School Sunday - Penny Fair - Ice Cream Social 

 
 
 

Intergenerational Pen Pal Program 
 

Our Intergenerational Pen Pal Program between the congregation 
and the Sunday School begins April 6th.  Thank you to all who are 
participating. 
 
 

Heifer Project 
The Sunday School is currently hosting their annual Heifer Project 
with a goal to raise $500 by Palm Sunday.   
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Heifer Month 
Through Palm Sunday, April 13th 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Here are some facts about Heifer: 
• Heifer is currently working in 19 countries 
• Over 1 million households participate in Heifer 
• $76 million in sales by Heifer supported agriculture enterprise in 

2024 
• Heifer has trained over 9 million people in sustainable farming 

and agriculture enterprises since 2012. 
• 67% of Heifer participants were women in 2024 

Heifer has assisted 52 million households since 1944 
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MYF @ SUMC 
 

Thanks to the help of Pam Robertson and Cal Robertson, MYF is back 
at SUMC.  MYF will be open to youth ages 10 and older.    
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Choir News 
 

Holy Week Cantata 
For Holy Week this year, our Choir will be presenting the cantata "Worthy is the 

Lamb" by Lloyd Larson, a piece that spans Palm Sunday, the events of Holy 
Week, and Easter.  

 
The cantata will be presented in two parts during the 10:00 a.m. Worship 

Services - the Palm Sunday and Holy Week segments on Palm Sunday, April 
13th, and the Easter segments on Easter Sunday, April 20th. 

 
 

We are always looking for members for the Choir and  
Grace Notes Handbell Choir. 

If you or someone you know loves to sing, can read music, 
or would like to learn to play the handbells, please join us! 

 
You can commit to the entire year, or join us for the Lenten Season. 

Lenten Season rehearsals continue through Easter Sunday. 
 

If you play an instrument, please share your talents with us in worship! 
 An audition is required. 

 
If you have questions, please speak to Chris after worship or email music.director@sumcct.org.   

 
Required rehearsal times are flexible. Rehearsals are on Thursday evenings, and pieces are 

rehearsed several weeks in advance of presentation in worship. 
 

Support our Music Program 
If you would like to support the music program, donations can be made to the Church with a 

note/notation intending their direct support of this important ministry. 
 

Your support allows us to hire extra musicians and singers for special events such as our seasonal 
Cantatas (Palm Sunday and Christmas) and Easter services. 

 
Thank you! 

Chris Muller, Director of Music 
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INCIDENTS AND HAPPENINGS  

OUT OF OUR PAST 
 

Easter in our Stained Glass 
 

Recently Joyce and Chris Fuller sent out their bimonthly mailing to shut-ins, containing a copy 
of the Upper Room. A beautiful Easter card accompanied it with a photo of 2 of our sanctuary 
stained-glass windows that represent Easter. 
 
Stand just inside the sanctuary and look to the left. On the lower side are a series of stained-
glass windows designed to teach and to witness to our faith. Near the front is a clear window 
with a stained glass window cross on the left, and a lily on the right. The cross reminds us that 
Jesus died on a cross. Jesus was shamed, rejected, and suffered terribly on the cross. But the 
cross here is empty!  It is the cross of victory, of God’s triumph, of his grace and love to and for 
us. The lily also represents Jesus rising from the dead, and that he lives with us today. The lily 
is pure white in color, and it grows from a bulb buried deep in the earth. From below the earth 
the lily springs forth, bringing new life, just as Jesus rose from the dead. The last stained-glass 
windows in the series have a candle, a bible, the crown of glory, and a globe showing the 
foundations and reach of our faith. 
 
Above these windows are a series of five stained glass windows which are smaller and more 
abstract in design. The glass is also different, thicker deeper in color. The first and last 
windows depict the Alpha and Omega, Greek letters for the first and the last, the beginning 
and the end. God is described as such in Isaiah 44:6 and Revelation 1:8. But in Revelation 21:6 
and 22:13 Jesus takes on that role, as the first and the last. The central three windows depict 
the Last Supper: the basin and towel to wash the feet of the disciples, a basket with a loaf of 
bread, and the cup of wine. These all remind us that Christ died for us and through his sacrifice 
gave us all eternal life. 
 
Let your eyes wonder to the windows this Lent and Easter. Study them as the sun reflects 
through them, or not. Do they stir your imagination, thoughts? 

 
 
 

 
Arts and Crafts will meet at 1 pm in the All Purpose Room on 
Wednesday April 9th. We will be doing a project for the 
Neighborhood Breakfast  



Page 8 of 16 
 

 
 
 

Neighborhood Breakfast 
The Neighborhood Breakfast is every third Saturday at SUMC. Eat-in breakfast will be served from 

8:30am to 10am. Guests will be greeted at the back parking lot entrance. We would greatly 
appreciate your help serving breakfast, donating items, or your time, If you can. If you are interested 

in helping, send a message to missions@sumcct.org.  
 Next month's breakfast will be Saturday, April 19th. 

 
Please donate breakfast items such as fruit, granola bars, muffins, yogurt, etc. 

Thank you for your donations! 
 

Toiletry Items are Being Accepted! 

  Our team has been sharing donated toiletry items with guests who attend our monthly 
Neighborhood Breakfast. These items are greatly appreciated, and we could use more 

donations to offer at breakfasts in the months ahead. 
 

There is a donation bin located in the narthex, and both men's and women's items are being 
accepted. We will gladly accept any size item (full size, samples, etc.). Donations suggestions 
include (but are not limited to): soap, shampoo/conditioner, toothpaste/toothbrush, deodorant, 

razors/shaving cream, lotion, tissues, and feminine products.  
 

A special thank you to our friends at Nichols United Methodist for their interest and support of 
the Neighborhood Breakfast over the past 2 months.  We hope our collaboration can continue 
and grow! 

 
Golden Hill UMC Community Supper - Volunteers Needed 

 
The Golden Hill United Methodist Church in downtown Bridgeport is one of several Bridgeport 
churches that provide evening meals for those in need on different evenings of the week. Golden Hill 
hosts a meal every Wednesday. They provide the food, the location, and the planning. Others 
volunteer to provide the labor.   
 

Our upcoming turn at Golden Hill UMC Community Supper is April 16th. 
A cook and about 3 additional volunteers will be needed to start around 2:30 - 3:00 to prepare the 
meals. One to two volunteers will be needed to stay and help pack the meals from 5:30 on. Please 

contact Pat Knebel (pknebel@yahoo.com) in you are interested in volunteering. 
 

The Lord's Kitchen 
The next Lord's Kitchen will be on Monday, June 16th. 

mailto:missions@sumcct.org
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I Belong to Jesus 
 

A meditation using excerpts from Matriculation Sermon preached September 23, 1993, by  
Walter G. Muelder, Dean Emeritus, Boston University School of Theology* 

 
…. As I begin my 60th consecutive year of teaching, …I have chosen a sermon topic which is a 
simple confession: “I belong to Jesus.”  I want to tell you why he is the inescapable focus of a 
coherent theology and philosophy of life for me. 
 
1.  First, I belong to Jesus because of his goodness….  I have lived long enough to know his 
goodness…. The meaning of good in the moral life is twofold:  first, as something to be done…. 
Second, goodness is also something to be, that is, to become…. Jesus is Christ, not because he 
recommended and taught goodness, but because he embodied it.  I belong to Jesus because, 
with the first disciples, I have to address him as “Good Master.” 
 
2. Closely related to this point is a second.  I belong to Jesus as a real historical person.  All 
interpretations of history and of world religions…must take full account of the fact that this 
good person really existed in history, in my history, and that he ushered in a new era of history. 
 
3.  As a real historical person, Jesus is, in the third place, a leader of an historical movement, 
and I belong to the covenanted people of that movement.  I belong to a historical Messiah who 
came to do a historical task.  It is an unfinished task – a revolutionary task.  In this task there are 
no impartial by-standers.  Remember this when you celebrate the Eucharist.  Remember that it 
is a sacrament of historical engagement with a real presence.  Here is no place for recommended 
idealism; here is an historical movement with an embodied Messiah. 
 
4.  I belong to Jesus because he was a healer of body and mind; and therefore, I am called to be 
a healer also…. He offered wholeness; he forgave; he restored.  Healing is indeed a part of the 
Kingdom of God mission by anyone who belongs to Jesus. 
 
5.  I belong to Jesus, in the next place, because he forgave sins and revealed the unmerited grace 
of God for all sinners.  Forgiveness means reconciliation, breaking down the barriers, restoring 
relationships …., and affirming love that never lets the lost person remain alienated and 
excluded.  Jesus teaches me how to forgive …. [and] shows me that a workable society must be 
an inclusive community, …. where every sinner is on the agenda of redemption. 
 
6.  Finally, I belong to Jesus because he has called me, as he called Peter and others, to be a 
permanent member of this community and hence to minister to the least, the lowliest and the 
lost.  Jesus was communitarian.  Society is an extended family.  The church is a community 
called to serve, to revolutionize, and to restore true community.  The church is a special part of 
the family of God.  I only wish in the ninth decade of my life that I could articulate better what 
it means to say that I belong to Jesus with my whole mind, heart, strength, and soul.  I fail at 
every point, but I know what belonging means…. I belong to Jesus…. You have to belong 
somewhere. 
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Bible Study meets every Tuesday at 2:00 p.m. on Zoom. 

 
This is the book we are doing for the Lenten season. 

"The Final Day" by Matt Rawler,  

The cost is $14 per book. 

 

Join Zoom Meeting: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2160664239? 
pwd=K3U5b21WS0duQ2VIOXRQM0gvRUtPdz09&omn=86183795830 
Meeting ID: 216 066 4239 / Passcode: 06614 

 
 

 
Food Donations for the Sterling House Food 
Pantry are always being collected in the bins 
in the narthex. Visit their Food Pantry 
Donation Page for lists of needed items and a 
link to their Amazon Wish List.   

  

I Belong to Jesus (continued) 
 
*Boston University School of Theology, founded in 1839, is the oldest theological seminary of 
American Methodism.  Walter G. Muelder (1907-2004), father of Sonja Devitt, was dean of the 
seminary from 1945-1972.  He believed that the strongest force in the universe is love, and that 
all peoples of the world are one human family.  He specialized in social ethics and non-violent 
social change.  He was active in the World Council of Churches, was one of the two Official 
Observers from the World Methodist Council at the second session of Vatican II and was 
recognized as an eminent theologian of his day. 

https://sumcct.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2e311bd9294b015a4d1b5411e&id=c87037f84f&e=31e63b98a8
https://www.sterlinghousecc.org/resource-connection-food-pantry
https://www.sterlinghousecc.org/resource-connection-food-pantry
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Nichols UMC Vacation Bible School 
July 7th to 11th, 2025 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Take a road trip with SUMC this summer as we join Nichols UMC for Vacation 

Bible School! This year's theme is Road Trip: On the Go with God, where 
travelers will explore timeless Bible stories that teach us how “the LORD your 

God is with you wherever you go” (Joshua 1:9). VBS will take place Monday, July 
7th through Friday, July 11th from 5:30-7:45 pm for children entering PreK-4 

through entering 6th grade at Nichols UMC in Trumbull, CT. 
 

Are you interested in volunteering for VBS? We welcome any help to make this a 
memorable experience for children in our community! 

 
Contact Pastor Abby Langford (337-256-9095 or abby.langford@yale.edu) for more 

information about registration or volunteering. 
 
 

Staying in The Loop 
 

There are two churches that have begun to rent space from us.  The Anglican Nigerian 
Church of the Advent  meets in the chapel on Sundays.  The Shekinah II Haitian 

Seventh Day Adventist Church is using the sanctuary, All Purpose Room and kitchen 
on Saturdays as well as the chapel on Wednesday evenings for a prayer 

service.  Please join the Church Council in welcoming these two groups to our sacred 
space. 

~ Burdette James, Church Council Chair 

mailto:abby.langford@yale.edu
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WE HAVE A WONDERFUL NEW OVEN 

New Oven Controls - PLEASE READ 

If you find that the oven control is in the off position, you will have to light the pilot for the 
oven - instructions are on the drop down panel below the right oven door - when you finish 

using the oven please  turn the oven dial until you reach the stop, and the oven will be 
off - if you push the dial in and turn to the off position the pilot will be extinguished and the 
next user will have to light the pilot to use the oven  
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A Call to Prayer and Support for Ukraine   
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UMCOR MONTH 
This month is the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR). This is the humanitarian relief 

and development arm of The United Methodist Church. Through UMCOR we can make a difference 
in the lives of communities and individuals whose lives have been upset by storms, wars, fires, 

displacement, and climate change.  We support the operating activities and administrative costs of 
this worldwide relief agency through this offering. This enables UMCOR to ensure that 100% of every 
designated gift goes directly to those in need. UMCOR responds to U.S. and international disasters, 
addresses diseases and poverty, assists refugees and immigrants, provides clean water, and works 
to reduce hunger. From training Conference Disaster Coordinators and Early Response Teams to 

keeping the office lights on, the UMCOR Sunday special offering equips the organization to respond 
quickly to disasters. Please give generously. Checks may be made payable to NUMC and should 

indicate “UMCOR Sunday” in the memo. Thank you. 

 
 

Immigration Justice Resources 
 

Recently, heads of UMC boards and agencies gathered together to discuss the 
United Methodist response to immigration. The webinar included ways United 
Methodists could respond to this critical concern. You can view the "Solidarity with 
the Sojourner" webinar recording at:  
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/solidarity-with-the-sojourners 
 
Recently, I interviewed Rev. Paul Fleck, Executive Director of Immigration Law and 
Justice, about Why Immigration matters to United Methodists. Rev. Fleck tells some 
great stories that illustrate why immigration justice matters to us, and what we can 
do about it. Check out the interview:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=97YxL3ZVHas 
 
For more articles and information about immigration justice and United Methodism, 
visit:  
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/topics/advocacy/immigration-and-global-migration 

https://ny-email.brtapp.com/!Fhw2AKHpINPNyW7U4eNu+A2ReSGxijefGT2cr7BysFmgsLStO20jqajAV2Eoa1hUw
https://ny-email.brtapp.com/!Fi-Z-ikULP77FWGFPMFgSqg4Omb2yY25xD8Y1dl94GSl7vFRbgxBdHfL-8tUy+hwM
https://ny-email.brtapp.com/!z6KRGRZcCzcl7rycaDz4DXwyg0yYiNQgvX6q9O0rYXmgnmZkSDnqfOF2f0322Legg
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